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Price School ‘ circa 1896
Price

Quasi-public

This two-room school replaced an earlier one-room
school which burned circa 1896. It served as the
community school for Price and the surrounding
countryside until the county school system was consoli-
dated, and in 1956 was converted into a community
center. Architecturally, it is significant as an
example of Colonial Revival architecture, and bears
a notable resemblance to other schools built in this
style in the early 20th century. Particular details
of interest include the stylish entrance door and the
Venetian windows in the cross wing gables.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (iF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Price School is located on the west side
of Rabbit Hill Road approximately 1/4 mile north of
Maryland Route 405 in Price, Maryland.

This frame school building is 63 feet long
and 36(feet deep, with a smaller one story lean-to
across part of the rear facade. It is constructed
in the form of a modified "H", with a central
section connecting two flanking cross wings. These
are oriented on an axis perpendicular to the road
so the gables face the front facade, flanking the
centrally located entrance. The building was
constructed circa 1896-1913, and is representative
of the Colonial Revival style in school architecture.

The front facade, facing éoutbéast to Rabbit
Hill Road, is composed of a recessed center section
flanked by the projecting gables of the cross wings.
The double entrance doors are set off by an arched
semi-circular fanlight above and by flanking half-
columns that support a wide frieze and projecting
cornice. The two cross wings project 12 inches
in front of the center section. On the south
projecting gable, there are three 6/6 windows on

the first floor and a modified three-part Venetian
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CONTINUATION SHEET

7.1 DESCRIPTION

window centered in the upper gable. On the north
projecting gable, there is a door in the right bay

with two 6/6 windows to the left and a Venetian window
above. The northeast and southwest wallslbf the building
are identical, with banks of seven 6/6 windows to light
the classrooms. A low one-story lean-to extends across
the majority of the reér faéade, providing additional
space for bathrooms and a kitchen. A large brick chimney
at the south end of this facade serves as a furnace flue.

The entire building is covered with wood shingle siding

-and an asphault shingle roof. The foundation is brick:

the eaves are boxed in and trimmed with complex crown

and bed molds. The cornice returns at the corners and

is carried up the gable eaves.

When the school was converted to a community center,

.the interior walls were removed, creating one large room.

A light partition was constructed near the northeast
end of the building to create a large kitchen for

community suppers.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

This two-room school replaced an earlier
one-room school which burned circa 18%6. It
served as the community school for Price and the
surrounding countryside until the county school
system was consolidated, and in 1956 was converted
into a comnmunity center, Architecturally, it is
significant as an example of Colonial Revival
architecture, and bears a notable resemblance to
other schools built in this style in the early
20th century. Particular details of interest
include the stylish entrance door and fhe Venetian

windows in the cross wing gables.
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Field Notebook QA-XVI; Recorded May 23, 1980.

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 Ka,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
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QA-410 Price School
Price, Maryland
Orlando Ridout V 1980
Front facade from Southeast
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Price School

Price, Maryland
Orlando Ridout Vv 1980
Rear facade from West




